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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-35 are currently pending in the instant application. 

ElBction/Restrictions 
Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

Claims 1-35 are drawn to more than one inventive concept (as defined by PCT 
rule 13), and accordingly, a restriction is required according to the provision of PCT 
Rule 13.2. 

PCT Rule 13.1 states that the international application shall relate to one invention only 
or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept 
(requirement of unity of invention). 

PCT Rule 13.2 state that unity of invention referred to in Rule 13.1 shall be 
fulfilled only when there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving one 
or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. 

Annex. B, Part 1(b), provides that "special technical features" mean those 
technical features, which, as a whole, define a contribution over the prior art. 

Annex B, Part 1(e), provides combinations of different categories of claims and 

states: 

"The method for determining unity of invention under Rule 1 3 shall be construed 
as permitting, in particular, the inclusion of any one of the following combinations of 
claims of different categories in the same international application: 
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(I) in addition to an independent claim for a given product, an independent claim 
for a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said product, and an 
independent claim for a use of the said product, or 

(II) in addition to an independent claim for a given process, an independent claim 
for an apparatus or means specifically designed for carrying out the said process, or 

(III) in addition to an independent claim for a given product, an independent claim 
for a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said product, and an 
independent claim for an apparatus or means specifically designed for carrying out the 
said process..." 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I claim(s) 1 (in part), 2-3, 18 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process for separating 
a reaction product and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises 
(Al ) a solvent crystallization step. 

Group II claim(s) 1 (in part), 4-7 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a 
reaction product and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (A2) 
a cooling-crystallization step. 

Group III claim(s) 1 (in part), 8, 9, 12-15 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process for 
separating a reaction product and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which 
comprises (B) an extraction step. 

Group IV claim(s) 10-1 1 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (Al ) a solvent 
crystallization step and an additional initial hydrolysis treatment 
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Group V claim(s) 10-1 1 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (A2) a cooling- 
crystallization step and an additional initial hydrolysis treatment. 

Group VI claim(s) 10-1 1 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (B) an extraction step 
and an additional initial hydrolysis treatment. 

Group VII claim(s) 16 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (A1) a solvent 
crystallization step and an additional initial condensation step. 

Group VIII claim(s) 16 (in part) ) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (A2) a cooling- 
crystallization step and an additional initial condensation step. 

Group IX claim(s) 16 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (B) an extraction step 
and an additional initial condensation step. 

Group X claim(s) 17 (in part), 19 (in part), 20-22 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process 
for separating a reaction product and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which 
compnses (A1) and (C) a solvent crystallization step wherein the substrate is reacted in 
the additional presence of a co-catalyst. 

Group XI claim(s) 17 (in part) drawn to the process for separating a reaction product 
and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which comprises (A2) a cooling- 
crystallization step wherein the substrate is reacted in the additional presence of a co- 
catalyst. 

Group XII claim(s) 17 (in part), 19 (in part), 25-27 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process 
for separating a reaction product and an imide compound from a reaction mixture which 
comprises (B) and (E) an extraction step wherein the substrate is reacted in the 
additional presence of a co-catalyst. 

Group XIII daim(s) 19 (in part), 23-24 and 34 (in part) drawn to the process for 
separating an imide compound and a metal catalyst from a reaction mixture containing 
a metal catalyst which comprises (D) an absorption step. 

Group XIV claim(s) 28 (in part) drawn to the process for separating an imide compound 
and a metal catalyst from a reaction mixture containing a metal catalyst which 
comprises (C) a solvent-crystallization step with an initial oxidation reaction of the 
substrate to obtain the reaction mixture. 
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Group XV claim(s) 28 (in part) drawn to the process for separating an imide compound 
and a metal catalyst from a reaction mixture containing a metal catalyst which 
comprises (D) an absorption step with an initial oxidation reaction of the substrate to 
obtain the reaction mixture. 

Group XVI claim(s) 28 (in part) drawn to the process for separating an imide compound 
and a metal catalyst from a reaction mixture containing a metal catalyst which 
comprises (E) an extraction step with an initial oxidation reaction of the substrate to 
obtain the reaction mixture. 

Group XVII claim(s) 29-32 and 34 (in part) drawn to a process for regenerating an imide 
compound. 

Group XVIII claim(s) 33, 34 (in part) and 35 drawn to a process for producing an organic 
compound. 

The inventions l-XVIII do not relate to a single general inventive concept under 
PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding 
technical features that defines a contribution over the prior art. The processes as 
claimed in groups l-XVI are all processes for the separation of an imide compound from 
a reaction mixture, which does not define a contribution over the art as can be seen on 
page 3 of the instant specification, and is therefore not a special technical feature. The 
process of group XVII is for the regeneration of an imide compound which does not 
define a contribution over the art as can be seen on page 5 of the instant specification, 
and is therefore not a special technical feature. The process of group XVIII is a process 
for producing an organic compound by reacting an organic substrate in the presence of 
an imide compound, which does not define a contribution over the art as can be seen 
from the instant specification pages 1-3, and is therefore not a special technical feature. 
The processes of inventions l-XVI 1 1 are different processes with different steps and/or 
reaction conditions and/or products. Accordingly, the unity of invention is considered to 
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be lacking and restriction of the invention in accordance with the rules of unity of 
invention is considered to be proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed 
(37CFR 1 .143. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non- 
elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at 
least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be 
accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 
1.1 7(i). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Rebecca L. Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 
605-1 157. Mrs. Anderson can normally be reached Monday through Friday 7:00AM to 
3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Joseph McKane, can be reached at (703) 308-4537. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone numbers are 
(703) 308-1235 and (703) 308-0196. 
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A facsimile center has been established. The hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday, 8:45AM to 4:45PM. The telecopier numbers for accessing the facsimile 
machine are (703) 308-4242, (703) 305-3592, and (703) 305-3014. 




Rebecca Anderson 

Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 1626, Group 1620 



Joseph McKane 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1626, Group 1620 



